CHAPTER V
THE PURIFICATION OF TNT
THE purification of TNT, while in reality a part of
its manufacture, may consist of any one of a number of
methods, most of which are equally good as a means of
extracting the " impurities " in the TNT. There are
appearing every day new methods of purifying this
substance, and the number is now too great to treat
each method separately. It is thought wise, in view
of the fact that a differentiation is made between crude
and purified TNT, to treat the purification as a sepa-
rate subject, rather than to include it in the discussion
of the manufacture.
The product which results from the application of
the various processes outlined in the previous chapter
is known as " crude TNT." To define the word
" crude " as applied to TNT is rather difficult, since
a crude product is generally thought of as being a
product that is contaminated with foreign substances.
The purified product differs from the crude product in
that these foreign matters are removed. As a matter of
fact, " crude " TNT contains no real impurities, in the
true sense of the word, because the impurities have been
removed in the washing of the crude product. There
are, it is true, other compounds of nitric acid and tol-
uene (the lower nitration products), in the TNT, and